FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Photography
Q 1. Do I need an art & design G.C.S.E to do this course?
No, we accept many students onto the course who have not studied
an Art G.C.S.E subject. If you wish to be considered without an art
G.C.S.E, you will need to provide a portfolio of work to enable us to
assess whether or not you have the necessary skills. You can
contact the department for details.
Q 2. Do I need my own camera?
We provide everything you need to study this subject at A Level. We
have a large number of digital SLR cameras, tripods and lenses for
loan. There are two Apple Mac suites and a darkroom which
students can use during lessons. Drop-in sessions are also available.
Q 3. What is covered on the course?
You will earn everything you need to complete the course
successfully. The first year focuses on gaining essential skills and
experiencing a variety of genres such as portraiture, location, stilllife, landscape and documentary photography. These are then
applied in an increasingly independent way as you focus on a
chosen area of study.
Q 4. Is there an exam?
No, not in the traditional sense. You will complete a practical
project called the externally set assignment that is based on a
series of starting points provided by the exam board. You will then
complete your final piece within a set 15-hour time frame.
Q 5. Is there a lot of homework?
No more than any other A Level subject. However, you need to be
aware that taking this subject can be time-consuming as the
majority of your photographs will be taken for homework.
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Q 6. Is there a lot of writing?
No, this is predominantly a practical course. However, you will be
expected to make notes about your work and there is a written
research project which forms part of the Personal Investigation
unit.
Q 7. What careers can I go into?
Ultimately you can progress to a range of photography related
careers such as fashion photography, journalism, social
documentary, advertising and editorial. You may wish to enter a
profession where a more fine-art approach is required such as
teaching or delivering workshops. There are other areas of
photography that have a more technical focus such as medical and
forensic photography. Image-making technologies are progressing
at a rapid pace and you may be interested in a profession that is
related to developing these.
Q 8. What can I study at H.E?
Photography will enable you to progress to most art-related degree
courses. The UCAS points you get can be used to gain entry to the
majority of degree course (but you should always check). We have
had students from the department who have progressed onto a
variety of degree courses at prestigious universities. These include
Glasgow School of Art, Oxford and Cambridge.
Q 9. What are the class sizes?
The class sizes are a maximum of 20.
Q 10. Do you go on trips?
Yes! We frequently go out on shoots and visit galleries. There is a
departmental trip abroad every year. We have been to Paris, New
York, Berlin and Poland in the past. There are lots of extracurricular events within the department you can get involved with.
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